prof. Viktoria Herencsar, ArtD.
The Cimbalom World Association is 30 years old
On November 3, 2021, the Cimbalom World Association celebrates its 30th
anniversary. The original plan was for us to commemorate this important event together at our
biennial congress.
Unfortunately, the pandemic overtook our intentions. We had to postpone our Congress
because of the travel difficulties. For this reason, I thought that if we cannot remember the last
30 years in person, let us remember with a publication that we send to all our members. Then I
realized that not only would this be a gift to our membership, but outsiders could also learn
about our Association’s thirty years of activity. The book “30 YEARS OF THE WORLD
CIMBALOM ASSOCIATION” provides information about the history of the foundation, the
process of the foundation, the programs of the congresses, international concerts, seminars,
workshops, and the activities of the period between the congresses, illustrated with pictures.
The book was published in printed and e-book form in Hungarian and English, which
was given as an e-book by the membership of 33 countries in the four continents. We have also
sent this book to the embassies, institutions, municipalities and ethnic municipalities that have
supported our programs over the past 30 years, thanking them for their support. In addition, we
continuously send the publication to Hungarian and foreign libraries, music schools and music
institutions. And those who want to buy from the book can do so online at
https://morningartrecords.hu/ther/morningkoto004/
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It was also possible to publish sheet music in printed and e-book form with support.
Our volume Hungarian Cimbalom Music III. contains 10 solo and duo works by seven
Hungarian composers. These are the following:
FARKAS Ferenc (1905–2000):
Variations from Zala for cimbalom (1980)
RÉKAI Ivan (1934–2014):
Stalactites per cimbalom Op. 18/A
Ruins of the forest chapel Op. 18/B
Diagenesis Op. 18/C
LEGÁNY Denes (1965–2000):
Nocturno, Fantasy for cimbalom
DUBROVAY Laszlo (1943):
Solo No. 15 for cimbalom
VAJDA Janos (1949): Cantus firmus
DARVAS Ferenc (1946):
Five small pieces for two hammered dulcimers
CSEMICZKY Miklos (1954):
Preludium, Passacaglia and Fuga for two hammered
dulcimers

ZADOR DEZSO the orchestral and piano excerpts of his
Cimbalom concert were also published in print and ebook. Sheet music written for cimbalom is not published
by publishers, or very little, because there are no
financial benefits from it due to the small number of
buyers. For this reason, we undertook to make up for the
lack of sheet music with works that have only been in
manuscripts so far.
The publications were given as a gift to members of the
Association in the form of an e-book.
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In addition to the publications, we also organized an international festival of 5 concerts with a
view to the festive commemoration, in which the cimbalom was presented in all genres.
Hungarian, Slovak, Czech, Ukrainian, Moldavian, Iranian and Korean dulcimer artists
participated in various formations at the different places of concerts. At the first concert on 5
November, 2021, the works of newly released Hungarian Cimbalom Music III. were presented
by Andrea Stracinova, Zuzana Stracinova, Slovak dulcimer artists and me at the Bartok Music
House in Rakoshegy-Budapest.

Zuzana Stracinova (SK) – Viktoria Herencsar (H) – Andrea Stracinova (SK)

Ferenc Darva composer at the concert

This concert you can see on https://youtu.be/9-ZIWlzm4Cs
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At the second concert, the audience could hear special works from the international literature
of the cimbalom at the Eotvos 10 Cultural House in Budapest on 6. November. Andrea
Stracinova from Slovakia played the original piece from the 18th century on the German version
of the dulcimer, hackbrett. Iranian guest
artist Roozbeh Nafisi gave a taste of
Persian

classical

Comendant

of

music,

Moldova,

Marcel
Mykhaylo

Zakhariya of Ukraine, Ruzena Decka and
Gabriela Krchnacková of the Czech
Republic provided examples from their
country's classical repertoire, Zuzana
Stracinová from Slovakia performed
Mongolian classical music with bamboo
hammers. I played two pieces of my own
works, one of which was featured on
Anita Horvath with bowls. The combined
effect of the cimbalom and the healing
sound bowls gave a special colour to the concert, expanding the chamber music possibilities of
our instrument.

Everybody on the stage

This concert you can see on https://youtu.be/gyGgwOb5CcA
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The venue of the third concert was the Solti
Hall of the Liszt Ferenc University of Music on 7
November, where the audience got a taste of the
music of nations at a concert organized jointly with
the Folk music cimbalom section of the Academy.
In addition to me, Kalman Balogh (H), Daniel Szabo
(H), Krisztian Fekete (H), Vince Solymosi (H),
Ruzena Decka (CZ), Marcel Comendant (MO),
Mykhaylo Zakhariya (UA), Roozbeh Nafisi (IR)
played on dulcimers. The audience consisted not
only of those interested but teachers and students.
You can see this concert on
https://youtu.be/JOyPAcJv2y8

Roozbeh Nafisi

Marcel Comendant and Mykhaylo Zakhariya

The fourth concert took place on 12 November at the Sandor Vigyazo Cultural Center
in the 17th district in Budapest, where those interested could witness a meeting of Korean and
Hungarian music. Three people from Korea came to this concert, Yun Eunhwa, Im Eun Byeol
and An Jin, who were very successful with the presentation of the Korean dulcimer, the
yanggeum. The guest artists, dressed in traditional costumes, performed the music of their
country in a new form, with which they conquered the youth and gained great popularity all
over the world. The concert also featured Bela Bartok, Mate Hollos and my own compositions.
Korean violinist Serin Son and singer Levente Galda contributed to the music. The composition
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of the Hungarian and Korean joint production closing the concert, written by Geza Allaga on
the 19th century for solo cimbalom „Storm”, was a real surprise for the audience. This piece
was first performed on the Korean dulcimer, the yanggeum. There were many young people in
the audience who came to the special event with their parents and teachers. To the delight of
the children, they were able to see Korean and Hungarian instruments up close after the concert.

The musicians with composer Mate Hollos (third from right)
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Children and their teacher, Zsuzsanna Kalacsine Nyiszlai singing teacher (Diadal Primary
School) after the concert together with the performing artists.

You can see the concert on https://youtu.be/QfiAmCY6I3M

The closing concert of the festival took place at the House of Arts in Godollo on 14
November, where the audience could hear the application of the cimbalom in the style of world
music. I opened the concert with my own composition, and then productions were performed
by various formations. The participants were with the dulcimer playing the Hungarian Daniel
Szabo with the Paar Julcsi Quartet, Kalman Balogh with his friends, Jan Rokyta, leader of the
Czech Flair Ensemble, Zuzana Stracinová. member of the Slovak Cendes Orchestra, the Korean
Yanggeum Association Trio and Balazs Unger leather of the Hungarian Cimbaliband.
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Paar Julcsi Quartet

Kalman Balogh and his friends
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Flair Ensemble (CZ)

Cendes Band (SK)
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Korean Yanggeum Assosication

Cimbaliband (HU)
you can see the concert on https://youtu.be/u_NYNvX9Sa8

As an accompanying program to the
closing

concert,

the

exhibition

showcased the Association’s 30-year
programs and the different types of
dulcimer that the audience could try.
At

the

exhibition,

Hungarian

instrument makers Balazs Kovacs and
Akos Nagy satisfied the audience
with information. The Hungarian
dulcimer were played by the students
of Balazs Unger.

Balazs Unger and Viktoria Herencsar
open the exhibition.
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With children at the exhibition

Our programs were supported by: Ministry of Human Resources, National Cultural
Fund, National Cooperation Fund, Budapest Rakosmente Municipality, Slovak Institute in
Budapest, Hungarian Academy of Arts. We thank our supporters for being able to celebrate the
30th anniversary of our existence with dignity. The last stop of our celebration will be our
congress in Valasske Mezirici, Czech Republic, from 25 to 30 October 2022.
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